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Since 2016, the Martha Farrell Foundation (MFF) has
been working with women domestic workers on the
issues of safe and dignified workplaces. Being
working women, they have a right to safe workspaces.

Women domestic workers rely on the use of public
transportation to reach their workplaces, and often
spend many hours of their day in them. That is why it
is important that these public transports are safe and
accessible to them.

On 26 April 2024, women domestic worker leaders from
various communities of Delhi and Gurugram that are

5
associated with MFF came together with us for a
conversation.
During the conversation, the women talked about their

various journeys on public transportation, their
experiences, and their suggestions to make these
spaces safer.

The women spoke about the following during the
conversation:
o Their first experience on public transportation
o Their preferred mode of public transportation, on
which they feel safest
o Their feelings when they travel by public
transportation
This Zine is a reflection of the

conversation
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I like to ride a bicycle — I used to take my

cycle to school and work. When I was 23 years
old, I would take my cycle for my beautician
course classes. I used to get scared of all the
traffic.

I was 8 months pregnant when one night I was
returning on my cycle and had an accident
with a car. After this incident, I stopped
riding my cycle and did not use it for 5 years.
Now I don’t find work that is far from my house
— I only work close by.




The first time I sat in a bus I enjoyed
myself very much, because I had gone
sightseeing in Delhi.

We went all over Delhi, and then we
also went by auto rickshaw for a
ride. I took the metro with my
children to take them to the market.

I like going around because I like to
see the different sights in Delhi.

Babita Devi










I went on a bus for the first time with
my sister, and I was very scared about
how I would go so far on the bus and
how I would manage to reach my
destination. But when I reached the
city, I found Delhi to be very l
beautiful. It was evening time, and
lights were 1it prettily everywhere. I
liked the tall buildings as well. I
felt nice when I came to Delhi, and I
am not scared anymore.

Mamta







1 saton @ bus"for“the

first ime when 1 came ‘

Yo pelhi —|1 ¥eR scared

the bus pumber or the
road I e graveling

Oole

At first 1 used to feel
scareds
note I have
d'lff'lculties' on the
put I 4o not have

fears.

busy

par aksha

put now 1./do

In 2009 I =

the 4 in
first tige the metro fop

the a
the doors, nd wag Scared




Once I shared an 0la cab and there
were men in it — it wasn’t nice.

I go from Gurugram to Faridabad
(where my in-laws live), but I don’t_
take the bus. Because it is crowded, )
I don’t get a seat, I get tired, and it |
also is not safe. The bus stop is §
also far in Gurugram from me, so ”
there is no point in taking the bus. :
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Martha Farrell Foundation

Founded in 2016, the Martha Farrell Foundation (MFF) is
committed to creating a gender-just society by
eliminating sexual and gender-based violence.

MFF envisions a world in which all formal and informal
learning and working spaces are safe and gender
equitable.

MFF works towards ensuring that all individuals feel safe
and dignified in their learning and working spaces. We do
this through:

o Education: Co—design learning programs to inform,
make aware and empower individuals and institutions
on safety and gender equity

. Research: Develop new knowledge on gender equity and
the prevention of gender-based violence in learning
and woking environments

o Advocacy: Influence diverse stakeholders to design and
implement effective policies, institutional practices
and laws

An important aspect of our work has been with informal
workers, especially women domestic workers. We have been
working with women domestic workers around safety and
dignity at work since inception.

?Murthu Farrell
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